
 1 

The U.S. Empire 
 
History 492–20 
Tues: 2:00pm–4:50pm 
L40 Harris Hall 
Graduate Seminar  

Daniel Immerwahr 
daniel.immerwahr@northwestern.edu 
225 Harris Hall, 847-491-7418 
Office hours: Thurs. 2:00pm–3:50pm  

 
Course Description 

It is a much-cherished piece of national mythology that the United States is exceptional 
for having been a world power without having had a substantial empire. And debunking that 
particular myth has been a favorite pastime of historians of U.S. foreign relations since the late 
1950s at least. This course does not propose to settle the issue, which pretty much boils down to 
a question of what you mean by the word “empire.” Rather, it seeks to better understand the 
particular ways in which the United States has projected its power abroad from the nineteenth 
century through the present. How has the United States gained influence globally through settler 
colonialism, territorial government, military interventions, counterinsurgency, the rule of experts, 
military bases, and U.S. global markets? How did the United States ascend to international he-
gemony after World War II and how did it maintain that position? How were its norms and in-
stitutions taken up, rejected, or modified within its imperial domain? And how have its attempts 
to dominate the world (or parts of it) shaped the domestic history of the United States? Ques-
tions such as these will animate our tour through the burgeoning scholarly literature on the Unit-
ed States’ empire.  

This is not a survey of U.S. diplomatic relations nor is it a class that will dwell for long 
on the Cold War. It is also not a course that focuses at length on the experience of the colo-
nized. It is, rather, a study of power and its various forms. Particular emphasis will be placed on 
a topic that is not often singled out for attention: the U.S. overseas territories. But regional cov-
erage will be broad, including the U.S. West, Latin America, the Caribbean, Southeast Asia, and 
Western Europe. This class is most appropriate for students of U.S. history or students of other 
areas who are interested in considering empire from a comparative perspective. 
 
Workload, grading, and assignments  
 The main activities of this course will be reading and discussing books, generally on the 
order of one long book per week or the equivalent. Weekly reading assignments will run to as 
much as 500 pages and I will expect you to do all of the reading. The upside—if avoiding work 
counts as an “upside” (a dubious proposition in graduate school)—is that I will ask relatively 
little from you in terms of additional work for the course. There will be no research requirement 
and, in fact, relatively little occasion for any outside reading. The workload for this course will 
not crescendo toward the end of the quarter, as most courses do.  
 This course is meant to prepare you to take qualifying exams on this topic and the forms 
of assessment for the course will all be geared toward that goal. You will be graded on four 
items: participation in discussion, weekly reading responses, an oral examination administered at 
the end of the term, and an undergraduate lecture. With the exception of the lecture, which will 
be graded separately, your grades will be cumulative in the following sense. Each of the first 
three tasks—the participation, reading responses, and oral exam—is a way of assessing the same 
thing: whether you have done the readings well and developed interesting thoughts about them. 
If you manage to show through your reading responses that you are on top of the ball, then I 
won’t care as much if you take a back seat during the class discussion. The same holds for the 
exam. Technically, you could participate very little in class, send in lackluster reading responses, 
and then come into the oral exam at the end of term and blow me away with your deep familiari-
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ty with the readings and unspeakably clever insights, and walk out with an A. But I wouldn’t rec-
ommend trying that.  
 
Grade breakdown 
 
Participation, responses, and oral exam:  75% 
Lecture:     25% 
 
Class participation  
 The goal here is to advance an intelligent conversation from which we all learn. The 
most obvious way to do that is to say smart things and say them clearly. But that is not the only 
meaningful way to participate. Asking a question, connecting something already on the table to 
another thing, clarifying something that someone else has said, and offering evidence from the 
text under discussion are also all valuable. Bonus points are awarded for contributions that draw 
on what others have said. Other things to keep in mind: aim for clarity, keep in mind the value 
of an amicable classroom environment, and try not to monopolize the conversation. 
 
Reading responses 
 Please send to me, ideally by 11pm the evening before class, a reading response offering 
a summary of the readings and any preliminary thoughts or questions you have. Give about a 
page per book and a paragraph per article. The main purposes of the reading response are to 
allow you to collect your thoughts before your discussion and to give you something that you’ll 
have to rely on as you do future work or prepare for exams in the field. So as you are figuring 
out what you want to write and how you want your response to be structured, keep the point of 
this exercise in mind and make whatever choice will allow you to get the most out of the assign-
ment. The secondary purposes of the reading assignment are to help me prepare for class and to 
assess your progress. In terms of evaluation, your responses are considered as warm-ups for class 
participation. So I will acknowledge all responses that I get before the deadline and I’ll try to 
make any comments that I think might be helpful, but I may not reply in full, especially if your 
responses come in after the deadline. If they are deficient in any remarkable way, however, I’ll let 
you know.  
 
Oral exam 
 At the end of the term, we’ll schedule a time for you come by and talk with me for 20–
40 minutes about the reading and what you got out of the class. This is not intended to be some-
thing to dread, but rather an occasion for you to show me what you know and especially to talk 
about things that you didn’t get a chance to address during the class. It will also be a dry run for 
qualifying exams. All readings will be on the table for this discussion but as we schedule the ex-
ams I’ll ask you if there are any texts or issues that you particularly want to talk about. I will try 
to ask you at least one question to which you do not know the answer—that is to test the 
bounds of your knowledge—but the point of this is to find out what you do know, not what you 
don’t know.  
 
Lecture, due 12/7 by 4pm 
 Instead of a research paper, your end-of-term written assessment will be an hour-length 
undergraduate lecture on a specific topic within the general area of this class. You may write the 
entire lecture out or submit a full outline (containing all the points you will make, if not the exact 
sentences in which they would be expressed). You are also encouraged to submit PowerPoint or 
Prezi files designed to accompany the talk.  
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 The object of the exercise is not to show off your command of historiographical nuance 
or to cram your lecture with as much information as possible but to reflect upon the big picture 
and figure out a way to communicate that to an undergraduate audience. That will involve hav-
ing a clear argument and finding a way to present it simply and dramatically, in a way that under-
graduates will be able to remember. The requirements of a lecture are different from those of an 
academic paper. I would strongly advise that you avoid walking your imagined audience through 
the ins and outs of the existing literature on the topic. In fact, do not drop scholars’ names at all 
unless you feel that doing so serves some pedagogical function. Do not do anything in this lecture 
that does not serve a pedagogical function. Other things to be wary of: taxonomies, lists, lengthy 
“background” sections, and ground-covering of any sort. The ideal lecture is an aerodynamic 
machine, with a comprehensible main argument, a clear structure, just the right amount of detail 
(be especially careful to avoid laying it on too thick, Goldilocks), narrative hooks, and a strict 
subordination of auxiliary material to the main points. Your audience should know, at every 
point in the lecture, why they are hearing what they are hearing and how it fits into the larger 
structure. Feel free to signpost like crazy (e.g., “That story I just told you was a way of illustrating 
x. Now I’m going to argue y. Remember: these both relate to my big point A in the following 
way…”).  
 Another important distinction between the lecture and the academic paper is the re-
quirements for originality in each. When you write an academic paper, you are asked to produce 
an original analysis and expected to rigorously document any words, facts, or ideas that you have 
taken from others. The lecture, however, is essentially a derivative genre and you are encouraged 
to take others’ ideas, anecdotes, narrative devices, main theses, and categorical distinctions with-
out cluing your students into where you got it all from (unless that attribution serves a pedagogi-
cal function). As a lecturer, you are not performing your original compositions, but covering the 
classic songbook and adding your own flourishes to your favorite tunes. The limit here, beyond 
which above-board borrowing shades into “Let’s sit down and talk about plagiarism” territory, is 
the use of other scholars’ sentences without attribution. If you want to use other scholars’ words 
but you don’t want to bother talking about why with your students, just enclose them in quota-
tion marks and add a footnote below—imagine that anything in the footnotes will be read by me 
but not heard by your undergraduate audience.   
 One recommendation: I’ve had students before who treated this as a research assign-
ment and set out to lecture on something they didn’t know about, often a highly specific topic 
(“The Transition from Keynesianism to Neoliberalism in Southeast Asia”). You are of course 
welcome to do any outside reading you that you need to do, but please keep in mind that the 
purpose of this assignment is not to break new ground for the field but to synthesize findings 
within it. It may thus be easier for you to take this as an opportunity to consolidate rather than 
to extend your knowledge base, to use books you have already read (especially ones for this 
course) as the basis for your lecture, and to try to weave them together into something coherent. 
At any rate, I would be fine with that.  

Please turn in, with your lecture, an account of where you got your material and why you 
made the choices that you did about how to present it. Here, as in the footnotes, your audience 
is not a classroom of imagined undergraduates but me, and you are welcome to go into any his-
toriographical details you want to (e.g., “Author G has a nice description of the Bretton Woods 
conference but tells it as the story of an international community reaching a consensus. I took a 
lot of G’s material but repurposed it as a story about conflicting personalities, because I wanted 
the students to understand that . . .”). I don’t need a sentence-by-sentence account of where you 
got what from, but this short essay should indicate main sources and what you got from each. It 
should be at least a page in length.  
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Remember all of those lectures you’ve heard that made you want to die from boredom? 
Don’t write one of those! Remember the lecture that made you want to go to grad school? Write 
that lecture.  
 
Books  

The following books are available for purchase from the campus bookstore in the Norris 
Center. There have also been placed on reserve at the library, so do not feel obliged to purchase 
them. All other readings are available through the course reader, which is on sale at the campus 
bookstore.  
 
1. Michael Adas, Dominance by Design: Technological Imperatives and America’s Civilizing Mission 

(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2006)*  
2. Laura Briggs, Reproducing Empire: Race, Sex, Science, and U.S. Imperialism in Puerto Rico (Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2002) 
3. Campbell Craig and Frederik Logevall, America’s Cold War: The Politics of Insecurity (Cambridge, 

Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2009)  
4. Julian Go, Patterns of Empire: The British and American Empires, 1688 to the Present (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2011) 
5. Luis H. Francia, A History of the Philippines: From Indios Bravos to Filipinos (New York: The 

Overlook Press, 2010)* 
6. Victoria de Grazia, Irresistible Empire: America’s Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe (Cam-

bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2005) 
7. Alfred W. McCoy, Policing America’s Empire: The United States, the Philippines and the Rise of the 

Surveillance State (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2009) 
8. D. W. Meinig, The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on 500 Years of History, Volume 

2, Continental America, 1800-1867 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992)*  
9. Peter H. Smith, The Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States, and the World, 3rd ed. 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007)  
10. Anders Stephanson, Manifest Destiny: American Expansionism and the Empire of Right (New York: 

Hill and Wang, 1995) 
 
* = a book for which only specific chapters have been assigned.  
 
 
Schedule of Readings 
Readings for every week are listed in the order in which it is recommended that you do them. 
Particularly heavy reading weeks are denoted with the skull and crossbones:  
 
Oct. 2: Introduction  
 
Oct. 9: Overview  

• Julian Go, Patterns of Empire: The British and American Empires, 1688 to the Present (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011) 

• Anders Stephanson, Manifest Destiny: American Expansionism and the Empire of Right (New 
York: Hill and Wang, 1995) 

• Jeremi Suri, “The Limits of American Empire: Democracy and Militarism in the Twenti-
eth and Twenty-first Centuries,” in Alfred W. McCoy and Francisco A. Scarano, eds., 
Colonial Crucible: Empire in the Making of the Modern American State (Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press, 2009), 523–531 
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Oct. 16: Continental empire  

• D. W. Meinig, The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on 500 Years of History, Vol-
ume 2, Continental America, 1800-1867 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992), pro-
logue, parts I–II, IV.   

 
Oct. 23: Puerto Rico and the Insular Cases   

• Christina Duffy Burnett and Burke Marshall, “Between the Foreign and the Domestic: 
The Doctrine of Territorial Incorporation, Invented and Reinvented,” from Burnett and 
Marshall, eds., Foreign in a Domestic Sense: Puerto Rico, American Expansion, and the Constitu-
tion (Durham: Duke University Press, 2001), 1–36 

• Julian Go, “The Chains of Empire: State Building and ‘Political Education’ in Puerto Ri-
co and the Philippines,” in Julian Go and Anne Foster, The American Colonial State in the 
Philippines: Global Perspectives (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003), 182–216 

• Laura Briggs, Reproducing Empire: Race, Sex, Science, and U.S. Imperialism in Puerto Rico 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002) 

 
Oct. 30: The Philippines  

• Daniel Immerwahr, “Everything You Always Wanted to Know about the Philippines 
But Were Afraid to Ask” 

• Luis H. Francia, A History of the Philippines: From Indios Bravos to Filipinos (New York: The 
Overlook Press, 2010), chaps. 3–5  

• Paul A. Kramer, The Blood of Government: Race, Empire, the United States, and the Philippines 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006), chap. 4.  

• Vicente L. Rafael, ed., Discrepant Histories: Translocal Essays on Philippine Culture (Philadel-
phia: Temple University Press, 1995), essays by Benedict Anderson and Reynaldo C. Ile-
to 
 

Nov. 6: Imperial Return 
• Alfred W. McCoy, Policing America’s Empire: The United States, the Philippines and the Rise of 

the Surveillance State (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2009) 
 
Nov. 13: Latin America  

• Peter H. Smith, The Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States, and the World, 3rd 
ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007)  

 
Nov. 20: Soft Power  

• Victoria de Grazia, Irresistible Empire: America’s Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe 
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2005) 

 
Nov. 27: The Cold War  

• Geir Lundestad, “Empire by Invitation?” Journal of Peace Research 23 (1986): 263–277 
• Campbell Craig and Frederik Logevall, America’s Cold War: The Politics of Insecurity (Cam-

bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2009)  
 
 
 
 



 6 

Dec. 4: Pax Americana and Informal Empire  
• Neil Smith, American Empire: Roosevelt’s Geographer and the Prelude to Globalization (Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2003), prologue, chap. 1 
• Beverly Silver and Giovanni Arrighi, “Polanyi’s ‘Double Movement’: The Belle Époques of 

British and U.S. Hegemony Compared,” Politics & Society 31 (2003): 325-355 
• Barry R. Posen, “Command of the Commons: The Military Foundation of U.S. Hegem-

ony,” International Security 1 (2003): 5–46 
• Michael Adas, Dominance by Design: Technological Imperatives and America’s Civilizing Mission 

(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2006), chaps. 4–7  
 
Recommended readings 
 
You do not have to do these readings for this course. But it may be helpful to you, when doing further re-
search, when writing your lecture, or when preparing lists for your comps to have a sense of other important 
works in this field. So here are books that I was considering putting on the syllabus, or that other scholars rec-
ommended. I haven’t read them all myself. The groupings, as you’ll see, are somewhat arbitrary. 
 
Overview 
-‐ Fred Anderson and Andrew Cayton, The Dominion of War: Empire and Liberty in North America, 1500-2000 

(New York: Viking, 2005) 
-‐ Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, Empire (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2000) 
-‐ Robert David Johnson, Ernest Gruening and the American Dissenting Tradition (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 

University Press, 1998) 
-‐ Amy Kaplan and Donald Pease, eds., Cultures of United States Imperialism (Durham: Duke University Press, 

1993) 
-‐ Paul Kramer, “Empires, Exceptions, and Anglo-Saxons: Race and Rule between the British and the United 

States Empires, 1880-1910,” Journal of American History 8 (2002) 
-‐ Paul Kramer, “Power and Connection: Imperial Histories of the United States in the World,” American 

Historical Review 116 (2011): 1348–1391  
-‐ Charles S. Maier, Among Empires: American Ascendancy and Its Predecessors (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Uni-

versity Press, 2006) 
-‐ Ernest R. May, American Imperialism: A Speculative Essay (New York: Atheneum, 1968) 
-‐ Alfred W. McCoy and Francisco A. Scarano, eds., Colonial Crucible: Empire in the Making of the Modern Ameri-

can State (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2009) 
-‐ Kal Raustiala, Does the Constitution Follow the Flag?: The Evolution of Territoriality in American Law (Oxford: Ox-

ford University Press, 2009) 
-‐ David F. Schmitz, Thank God They’re On Our Side: The United States and Right-Wing Dictatorships, 1921–1965 

(Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1999) 
-‐ Bartholomew H. Sparrow, The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire (Lawrence, KN: The Uni-

versity Press of Kansas, 2006) 
-‐ William Appleman Williams, Empire as a Way of Life: An Essay on the Causes and Character of America’s Present 

Predicament along with a Few Thoughts about an Alternative (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1980) 
 
Continental Empire 
-‐ Ned Blackhawk, Violence over the Land: Indians and Empires in the Early American West (Cambridge, Mass.: 

Harvard University Press, 2006) 
-‐ Brian DeLay, War of a Thousand Deserts: Indian Raids and the U.S.-Mexican War (New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 2008) 
-‐ Pekka Hämäläinen, The Comanche Empire (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008) 
-‐ Reginald Horsman, Race and Manifest Destiny: The Origins of American Racial Anglo-Saxonism (Cambridge: Har-

vard University Press, 1981) 
-‐ Walter LaFeber, The New Empire: An Interpretation of American Expansion, 1860-1898 (1963; Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press, 1998) 



 7 

-‐ Jeffrey Ostler, The Plains Sioux and U.S. Colonialism from Lewis and Clark to Wounded Knee (Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, 2004) 

-‐ Frank Pommersheim, Broken Landscape: Indians, Indian Tribes, and the Constitution (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2009) 

-‐ Francis Paul Prucha, The Great Father: The United States Government and American Indians, 2 vols. (Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1984)—there is an abridged edition  

-‐ Claudio Saunt, A New Order of Things: Property, Power, and the Transformation of the Creek Indians, 1733-1816 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999) 

-‐ Richard White, The Roots of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment, and Social Change among the Choctaws, Pawnees, 
and Navajos (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983) 

-‐ Richard White, Railroaded: The Transcontinentals and the Making of Modern America (New York: W. W. Norton, 
2011) 

 
U.S Territories and Occupied Zones 
-‐ Patricio N. Abinales and Donna J. Amoroso, State and Society in the Philippines (Oxford: Rowan and Little-

field, 2005) 
-‐ César J. Ayala and Rafael Bernabe, Puerto Rico in the American Century: A History since 1898 (Chapel Hill: Uni-

versity of North Carolina Press, 2007)  
-‐ H. W. Brands, Bound to Empire: The United States and the Philippines (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992) 
-‐ Tom Coffman, The Island Edge of America: A Political History of Hawai'i (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i 

Press, 2003)   
-‐ Renato Constantino and Letizia R. Constantino, The Philippines: The Continuing Past (Quezon City: The 

Foundation for Nationalist Studies, 1978) 
-‐ Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern History (New York: W. W. Norton, 1997)  
-‐ John W. Dower, Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II (New York: W. W. Norton and Com-

pany, 1999)  
-‐ Eileen Findlay, Imposing Democracy: The Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870–1920 (Durham: Duke 

University Press, 1999) 
-‐ Julian Go, American Empire and the Politics of Meaning: Elite Political Cultures in the Philippines and Puerto Rico 

during U.S. Colonialism (Durham: Duke University Press, 2008) 
-‐ David Hanlon, Remaking Micronesia: Discourse over Development in a Pacific Territory, 1944–1982 (Honolulu: 

University of Hawai‘i Press, 1998) 
-‐ Kristin L. Hoganson, Fighting for American Manhood: How Gender Politics Provoked the Spanish-American and the 

Philippine-American Wars (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998) 
-‐ Maria Höhn and Seungsook Moon, eds., Over There: Living with the U.S. Military Empire from World War Two 

to the Present (Durham: Duke University Press, 2010) 
-‐ Noel J. Kent, Hawaii: Islands under the Influence (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1983) 
-‐ Donald F. McHenry, Micronesia, Trust Betrayed: Altruism vs. Self-Interest in American Foreign Policy (New York: 

Carnegie Endowment for Peace, 1975) 
-‐ Katharine H. S. Moon, Sex among Allies: Military Prostitution in U.S.-Korea Relations (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1997) 
-‐ Earl S. Pomeroy, Pacific Outpost: American Strategy in Guam and Micronesia (Palo Alto: Stanford University 

Press, 1951) 
-‐ Julius W. Pratt, America’s Colonial Experiment: How the United States Gained, Governed, and In Part Gave Away a 

Colonial Empire (New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1951) 
-‐ Robert F. Rogers, Destiny’s Landfill: A History of Guam (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 1995) 
-‐ David J. Silbey, A War of Frontier and Empire: The Philippine-American War, 1899–1902 (New York: Hill and 

Wang, 2007) 
-‐ Noenoe K. Silva, Aloha Betrayed: Native Hawaiian Resistance to American Colonialism (Durham: Duke Universi-

ty Press, 2004) 
-‐ Lanny Thompson, “The Imperial Republic: A Comparison of the Insular Territories under U.S. Dominion 

after 1898,” Pacific Historical Review 71 (2002): 535–574 
-‐ Lanny Thompson, Imperial Archipelago: Representation and Rule in the Insular Territories under U.S. Dominion after 

1898 (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2010) 
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Latin America  
-‐ John Coatsworth, Central America and the United States: The Clients and the Colossus (New York: Twayne, 1997) 
-‐ Ada Ferrer, “Cuba, 1898: Rethinking Race, Nation, and Empire,” Radical History Review 72 (1999): 22–46 
-‐ Piero Gleijeses, Shattered Hope: The Guatemalan Revolution and the United States, 1944–1954 (Princeton: Prince-

ton University Press, 1992) 
-‐ Greg Grandin, The Last Colonial Massacre: Latin America in the Cold War (Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, 2004)  
-‐ Greg Grandin, “Your Americanism and Mine: Americanism and Anti-Americanism in the Americas,” 

American Historical Review 111 (2006): 1042–1066 
-‐ Greg Grandin, Empire’s Workshop: Latin America, the United States, and the Rise of the New Imperialism (New 

York: Holt, 2007) 
-‐ Julie Greene, The Canal Builders: Making America’s Empire at the Panama Canal (New York: Penguin, 2009) 
-‐ Louis A. Perez, Cuba in the American Imagination: Metaphor and the Imperial Ethos (Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 2011) 
-‐ Gilbert M. Joseph, Catherine LeGrand, and Ricardo D. Salvatore, eds., Close Encounters of Empire: Writing the 

Cultural History of U.S.–Latin American Relations (Durham: Duke University Press, 1998)  
-‐ Walter LaFeber, Inevitable Revolutions: The United States in Central America, 2d ed. (New York: W. W. Norton, 

1993) 
-‐ Lester Langley, America and the Americas: The United States in the Western Hemisphere (Atlanta: University of 

Georgia Press, 2010) 
-‐ Alan McPherson, Intimate Ties, Bitter Struggles: The United States and Latin America since 1945 (Herndon, VA: 

Potomac Books, 2006) 
-‐ Mary A. Renda, Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Culture of U.S. Imperialism, 1915–1940 (Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2001) 
-‐ Emily S. Rosenberg, Financial Missionaries to the World: The politics and culture of dollar diplomacy, 1900-1930 

(Durham: Duke University Press, 2003) 
-‐ Lars Schultz, Beneath the United States (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1998) 
-‐ Micol Seigal, Uneven Encounters: Making Race and Nation in Brazil and the United States (Durham: Duke Univer-

sity Press, 2009) 
-‐ Jay Sexton, The Monroe Doctrine: Empire and Nation in Nineteenth-Century America (New York: Hill and Wang, 

2011) 
-‐ Steve Striffler, In the Shadows of State and Capital: The United Fruit Company, Popular Struggle, and Agrarian Re-

structuring in Ecuador, 1900–1955 (Durham: Duke University Press, 2001) 
-‐ Steven Topik, Zephyr Frank, and Carlos Mirchal, eds., From Silver to Cocaine: Latin American Commodity 

Chains and the Building of the World Economy, 1500–2000 (Durham: Duke University Press, 2006) 
-‐ Juan Gabriel Valdés, Pinochet’s Economists: The Chicago School in Chile (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1995) 
 

The Cold War Era 
-‐ Nick Cullather, The Hungry World: America’s Cold War Battle against Poverty in Asia (Cambridge, Mass.: Har-

vard University Press, 2010) 
-‐ John Lewis Gaddis, Strategies of Containment: A Critical Appraisal of Postwar American National Security Policy 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982) 
-‐ John Lewis Gaddis, We Now Know: Rethinking Cold War History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997) 
-‐ Nils Gilman, Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 2003) 
-‐ Michael E. Latham, The Right Kind of Revolution: Modernization, Development, and U.S. Foreign Policy from the Cold 

War to the Present (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2011) 
-‐ Mark Lawrence, The Vietnam War: A Concise International History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008) 
-‐ Melvyn P. Leffler, A Preponderance of Power: National Security, the Truman Administration, and the Cold War 

(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1992)  
-‐ Inderjeet Parmar, Foundations of the American Century: The Ford, Carnegie, and Rockefeller Foundations in the Rise of 

American Power (New York: Columbia University Press, 2012) 
-‐ Bradley R. Simpson, Economists with Guns: Authoritarian Development and U.S.-Indonesian Relations, 1960–1968 

(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2008) 
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-‐ Ronald Steel, Pax Americana, rev. ed. (1967; New York: The Viking Press, 1970) 
-‐ Odd Arne Westad, The Global Cold War: Third World Interventions and the Making of Our Times (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2005) 
 
Globalization, Economy, and the New Empire  
-‐ Giovanni Arrighi, The Long Twentieth Century: Money, Power, and the Origins of Our Times (London: Verso, 

1994), introduction and chap. 4.  
-‐ Andrew J. Bacevich, American Empire: The Realities and Consequences of U.S. Diplomacy (Cambridge, Mass.: 

Harvard University Press, 2004) 
-‐ Bruce Cumings, Dominion from Sea to Sea: Pacific Ascendancy and American Power (New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 2009) 
-‐ Ha-Joon Chang, Kicking away the Ladder: Development Strategy in Historical Perspective (New York: Anthem 

Press, 2002)  
-‐ Barry Eichengreen, Exorbitant Privilege: The Rise and Fall of the Dollar (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2011)  
-‐ Niall Ferguson et al., eds., The Shock of the Global: The 1970s in Perspective (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Uni-

versity Press, 2011)  
-‐ David Harvey, A Brief History of Neoliberalism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005) 
-‐ Eric Helleiner, The Making of National Money: Territorial Currencies in Historical Perspective (Ithaca: Cornell Uni-

versity Press, 2003), introduction and chap. 9 
-‐ Kristin Hoganson, Consumer’s Imperium: The Global Production of American Domesticity, 1865–1920 (Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2007) 
-‐ Akira Iriye, Global Community: The Role of International Organizations in the Making of the Contemporary World 

(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002) 
-‐ Chalmers Johnson, The Sorrows of Empire: Militarism, Secrecy, and the End of the Republic (New York: Metropoli-

tan Books, 2004). See also Johnson’s Blowback: The Costs and Consequences of American Empire (2d ed., 2004) 
and Nemesis: The Last Days of the American Republic (2008). 
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