International Politics of the Middle East
Political Science 372/MENA 301-3
Spring 2015
Professor Elizabeth Shakman Hurd


Office Hours:  Mon. 1-3, Scott 209




eshurd@northwestern.edu
Mon./Wed. 9:30-10:50

Description

This is a seminar on the global history and politics of the Middle East and North Africa, with an emphasis on US relations with the region. While we will discuss some current events, the course is intentionally designed to broaden the canvas in order to explore less well known topics such as Turkish-Armenian relations and the politics of diaspora, the histories of Jewish citizens of Iraq, the repercussions of the US-sponsored 1953 coup in Iran, and the legal and moral issues surrounding the US imprisonment and torture of detainees at Guantánamo. We will seek to move beyond common tropes and misperceptions and develop more nuanced understandings of regional and transnational politics and history. The course is recommended for students who have training in international relations and the politics of the Middle East and North Africa, and are interested in conducting upper-level independent research. It is also intended for advanced students in the MENA Studies program.

Course Requirements
Please come to class prepared to participate in discussion. Attendance and participation are important components of the final grade and comments on the readings are mandatory.  Each student is responsible for presenting in class a short response piece to a blog post once during the quarter.
Written Assignments
There are three written assignments over the course of the quarter: a 2-page “blog response,” a paper outline with annotated bibliography (due May 6), and a 10-page final research paper due June 8.

Formatting Guidelines for Written Assignments
Double-space the essay

Use 12-point Times New Roman font
Number the pages

Use one-inch margins

Give the paper a title 

Include your name and the date at the top of the first page

Disability Accommodation
Any student requesting accommodations related to a disability or other condition is required to register with AccessibleNU (accessiblenu@northwestern.edu; 847-467-5530) and provide the professor with an accommodation notification from AccessibleNU, preferably within the first two weeks of class. All information will remain confidential.  
Websites
The following websites are recommended for your blog response assignment:
http://www.merip.org
http://www.jadaliyya.com/
http://lynch.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/
http://www.juancole.com/
http://arabist.net
Policy on use of personal technology

Personal computers are not allowed in class.  This is a discussion-based course and students are required to listen to others and participate actively in discussion.  
Grading and Academic Integrity
Final grades will be based on: 1) attendance and participation (20%); 1-2 page written blog response and oral presentation to class (20%); 3) outline of final paper (20%); and 4) final paper with topic approved by the instructor (40%). 
No late work is accepted without a written medical excuse.  Any student who violates the University’s principles of academic integrity will automatically fail this course and be referred to the Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies’ office for further action by the University.  There are no exceptions.  The Dean’s policy for WCAS is available at: 

http://www.wcas.northwestern.edu/advising/academic.html.

Required Texts
The following five books are available for purchase at Beck’s (716 Clark Street, 847-492-1900) and are on 2-hour reserve at Norris.  Book chapters and articles that are not available online are posted on Canvas; links are provided below for those that are open access.  
Bashkin, Orit. New Babylonians: A History of Jews in Modern Iraq. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2012.

McAlister, Melani. Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, U.S. Interests in the Middle East since 1945. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005 (2nd edition).

Shryock, Andrew, ed. Islamophobia/Islamophilia: Beyond the Politics of Enemy and Friend. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2010.
Slahi, Mohamedou Ould. Guantánamo Diary. New York: Little, Brown & Co., 2015.
Toumani, Meline. There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and Beyond. New York: Metropolitan Books, 2014.
Schedule
30 March
Introductions, assignment of blog analysis presentations.

1 April
Armenians and Turks, I
Toumani, There Was and There Was Not, pp. 1-140
6 April
Turks and Armenians, II
Toumani, There Was and There Was Not, pp. 141-280
8 April 
 
The US and the Middle East
McAlister, Preface to the First Edition, chap. 1, “Middle East Interests,” and “Conclusion: 9/11 and After: Snapshots on the Road to Empire,” in Epic Encounters, pp. xv-xix, 1-42, 266-307.

13 April  
Islamophobia/Islamophilia
Andrew Shryock, “Introduction: Islam as an Object of Fear and Affection,” in Shryock, ed. Islamophobia/Islamophilia, pp. 1-25.
Tomaž Mastnak, “Western Hostility toward Muslims: A History of the Present,” in Islamophobia/Islamophilia, pp. 29-52.

Moustafa Bayoumi, “The God that Failed: The Neo-Orientalism of Today’s Muslim Commentators,” in Islamophobia/Islamophilia, pp. 79-93.
Recommended:
Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, 1978), 1-28 and 284-328.
Zachary Lockman, “Said’s Orientalism: A Book and its Aftermath,” in Contending Visions of the Middle East: The History and Politics of Orientalism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 182-214. 
Mahmood Mamdani, Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: America, the Cold War, and the Roots of Terror (Harmony, 2005).
15 April 
No class today.

20 April 
The Politics of Islam
Lila Abu-Lughod, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism and Its Others,” American Anthropologist 104, no. 3 (September 2002): 783-790.
Samuli Schielke, “Second Thoughts about the Anthropology of Islam.” ZMO Working Papers 2 (2010): 1–16. http://www.zmo.de/publikationen/WorkingPapers/schielke_2010.pdf
Nur Amali Ibrahim, “The Problem with the ‘Moderate Muslims’ Label,” Consortium for the Study of Religion, Ethics, and Society, Indiana University Bloomington (Winter 2015), http://www.indiana.edu/~csres/forum.php
22 April

What is Shari’a?
Nathan Brown, “Egypt and Islamic Sharia: A Guide for the Perplexed,” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (May 15, 2012). http://carnegieendowment.org/2012/05/15/egypt-and-islamic-sharia-guide-for-perplexed/argb
Wael Hallaq, “What is Shari’a?” in Yearbook of Islamic and Middle Eastern Law, Vol. 12, Eugene Cotran, Martin Lau, & Victor Kattan, Eds. (Leiden: Brill: 2007): pp. 151-180.
Recommended:

Anver M. Emon, Religious Pluralism and Islamic Law: Dhimmis and Others in the Empire of Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014).
27 April
 
“Minorities” & the state: the case of Iraqi Jews 
Bashkin, New Babylonians, pp. 1-57 and 229-237 (chaps. 1, 2, and conclusion).

29 April 
Palestine/Israel/US
Watch: Anthony Bourdain, “Parts Unknown: Jerusalem” (Season 2). (Amazon, iTunes)
MERIP, Primer on Palestine, Israel, and the Arab-Israeli conflict (February 2014): http://www.merip.org/primer-palestine-israel-arab-israeli-conflict-new
McAlister, “The Good Fight: Israel after Vietnam, 1972-1980,” in Epic Encounters, pp. 155-197.

Mitchell Plitnick & Christ Toensing, “‘The Israel Lobby’ in Perspective,” Middle East Report 243, Vol. 37 (2007). http://www.merip.org/mer/mer243/israel-lobby-perspective
4 May  
The US and Iran: 1953
Mary Ann Heiss, “Real Men Don’t Wear Pajamas: Anglo-American Cultural Perceptions of Mohammed Mossadeq and the Iranian Oil Nationalization Dispute,” in Mary Ann Heiss and Peter L. Hahn (eds.), Empire and Revolution: The United States and the Third World Since 1945 (Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 2001), 183-91.

Mark J. Gasiorowski, “The 1953 Coup d’État Against Mosaddeq” and “Why Did Mosaddeq Fall?” in Mark J. Gasiorowski and Malcolm Byrne, (eds.) Mohammad Mosaddeq and the 1953 Coup in Iran (New York: Syracuse University Press, 2004), 227-277.
6 May
The US and Iran: 2015
Anthony Bourdain, Parts Unknown, Season 5, “Iran: Shifting Ground.” (Amazon, iTunes)
NB: For today’s class you should prepare an outline of your final paper with an annotated bibliography. Bring a hard copy to class. We will discuss and submit them in class. 

11 May  
Revolutions
Watch: Lecture by Professor Jessica Winegar, Associate Professor of Anthropology, Northwestern. “Egyptian Utopias,” Chicago Humanities Festival, October 25, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZZBq0hwbxU
“The Suspicious Revolution: An Interview with Talal Asad,” The Immanent Frame, Aug. 3, 2011. http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2011/08/03/the-suspicious-revolution-interview-with-talal-asad/
Malika Zeghal, “Competing Ways of Life: Islamism, Secularism, and Public Order in the Tunisian Transition,” Constellations, 20: 2 (2013), 254-74. 


Joseph Daher, “The Roots and Grassroots of the Syrian Revolution,” OpenDemocracy (April 4, 2014). https://www.opendemocracy.net/joseph-daher/roots-and-grassroots-of-syrian-revolution-part-3-of-4
13 May
 
Revolutions II
Khaled Fahmy, “We Did Not Risk Our Lives Simply to Change the Players,” CNN.com (July 3, 2013). http://www.cnn.com/2013/07/03/opinion/egypt-morsy-khaled-fahmy/



Steven Heydemann, “Arab Autocrats Are Not Going Back to the Future,” The Washington Post (December 4, 2014). http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/12/04/arab-autocrats-are-not-going-back-to-the-future/
Tom Stevenson, “Sisi’s Way: In Sisi’s Prisons,” London Review of Books (February 19, 2015). http://www.lrb.co.uk/v37/n04/tom-stevenson/sisis-way
Vickie Langohr, “New President, Old Pattern of Sexual Violence in Egypt,” Middle East Report (July 7, 2014). http://www.merip.org/mero/mero070714?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=070714
Yasmin Moll, “The Wretched Revolution,” Middle East Report 273 (Winter 2014). http://www.academia.edu/9692789/The_Wretched_Revolution
18 May

Politics of sectarianism
Sarah Shields, “The Greek-Turkish Population Exchange: Internationally-Administered Ethnic Cleansing,” Middle East Report 267 (Summer 2013): 2-6.

Sarah Shields, “Mosul, the Ottoman Legacy, and the League of Nations,” International Journal of Contemporary Iraqi Studies Vol. 3, No. 2 (2009): 217-230.
Elizabeth Shakman Hurd, “Politics of Sectarianism: Rethinking Religion and Politics in the Middle East,” Special Issue, “Research and Methodology in a Post-Arab Spring Environment: Challenges for the Field,” Middle East Law and Governance 7, no. 1 (2015).
20 May

Politics of sectarianism II
Watch: Lecture by Professor Ussama Makdisi, Professor of History and Arab-American Educational Foundation Chair of Arab Studies, Rice University. “Sectarianism in the Middle East: A Brief History of a Modern Problem.”
https://vimeo.com/91244381
Alireza Doostdar, “How not to understand ISIS.” Sightings, University of Chicago Divinity School (October 2, 2014). https://divinity.uchicago.edu/sightings/how-not-understand-isis-alireza-doostdar
Toby Matthiesen, “Syria: Inventing a Religious War,” New York Review of Books blog (June 12, 2013).
25 May 

Memorial Day (no class).
 

27 May

Guantánamo Diary
Slahi, Guantánamo Diary, all (skim; portions of text are redacted).
1 June

Wrap-up, discussion of final papers. 

3 June:

WCAS reading week.

8 June:

Hard copies of final papers due in my office (Scott 209) by noon. 

1
6

