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important focus of research for those interested in the relationship
between business and parties of the Right. The bourgeois-state
relationship is the most important structural variable to observe from
country to country to predict the propensities of business to become
involved in conservative party building.

Recent experience has shown that the fortunes of conservative
electoral movernents in Latin America are negatively correlated to
the health and strength of the bourgeois-state relationship. Where a
significant rupture in that relationship has taken place, business
has mobilized vigorously behind conservative parties and has given
impetus to their growth. In Mexico, for example, the 1982
nationalization of the banking system by the government of Lopez
Portillo precipitated the mobilization of important sectors of business
behind the PAN. This mobilization gave considerable impetus to the
PAN’s protagonism in Mexican politics, and prompted the party’s
internal transformation. In Peru, a country whose bourgeoisie was
distinguished by its addiction to corporatist pressure politics and its
aloofness from party politics, it was another attempted bank
nationalization — this time by Alan Garcfa in 1987 — that prompted
the unprecedented mobilization of business behind a conservative
electoral movement — Mario Vargas Llosa’s fledgling Movimiento
Libertad. The statement made by a prominent business leader, “this
experience has taught us that Peruvian businessmen must
participate in politics,” reflected the Peruvian bourgeoisie’s new
determination to put an end to its abstention from the electoral
game.32 A similar pattern appeared in El Salvador. The reformist
turn of the state under the Christian Democratic government of
President Duarte sparked an unprecedented level of business
mobilization into electoral politics, this time behind the ARENA, an
extreme-Right party controlled by paramilitary forces. In the late
1980s, this mobilization caused important changes in the party’s
ideology and internal power structure, and led to the ascendance of
Alfredo Cristiani and other leaders linked to the business com-
munity.33 In all these cases the business shift toward conservative
party politics was intimately connected to a break in its privileged
relationship with the state.

Just as that relationship can break, however, it can also be
mended. As Soledad Loaeza wrote regarding the de la Madrid period,
“all that was needed was for the de la Madrid government to seek to
restore harmony between the State and business for the latter to
abandon its support for party opposition.”34 De la Madrid’s overtures,
and those of current President Salinas de Gortari, have weakened the
intensity of business support for an autonomous electoral strategy,
and have thus undermined the PAN’s image as a potential power
alternative. At his death in September 1989, PAN leader Manuel
Clouthier was engaged in a major struggle to resist those overtures
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and to stem his party’s flow toward collaborationist strategies with
the PRI

In Argentina, despite the depth of the socioeconomic crisis,
considerable continuity has existed in the state-business
relationship. As a result, business has oriented the bulk of its
political action toward corporatist channels, and organic links
between the party Right and business have remained weak.35 This
has remained one of the most troublesome problems for the party-
building efforts of the conservative UCEDE since 1983.36

The connection between Latin American conservative electoral
movements and business should not be made automatically.
Historical experience has shown this link to be extremely varied (as
varied as the Latin American bourgeoisie itself). Variations in this
relationship are themselves important determinants of the nature
and strength of conservative electoral mobilization, and should be the
subject of careful empirical research.

The Military and the Electoral Right

The return to democratic politics in Latin America sparked an
important change in the balance of power between civil society and
the armed forces. To a great extent, this relational change has also
taken place in the narrower realm of conservative civil-military
relations. The relationship between the civilian Right and the
military varies greatly from country to country, but there is one
development that appears to be regionwide in scope: a shift in the
symmetry of relations between the civilian Right and the armed
forces. The rise of conservative electoral movements is the most
visible reflection of this shift.

In recent periods of democratic and authoritarian politics,
civilian conservative forces converged with military actors invested
with bureaucratic interests and political agendas of their own. The
military served less as an instrument of upper-class political action
than as a political ally whose political agenda had to be reconciled
with that of the civilian Right. The military agenda often dominated
the alliance. In many respects, the conservative agendas of the 1970s
in Latin America were shaped by the armed forces.

Today the conservative agendas are being increasingly set by the
civilian Right. This is certainly the case where the conservative civil-
military relationship has been marked by elements of rupture. In
Peru, the military’s reformist political experiment of 1968 has made
the Right wary of the armed forces as a political actor and has given
impulse to autonomous strategies of political action through the
party system. In Argentina, conservative disenchantment with the
ineptitude and unmanageability of the military institution during the
1976-83 regime, as well as with its statist proclivities, help to explain
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